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Sam Crane, Chair, called the meeting to order at 11:15 a.m. at the offices of the National Association of Waterfront Employers (NAWE).  He said that the agenda included the discussion of data collection efforts that the Maritime Administration had taken since the last MTSNAC meeting, and the development of a team plan for the upcoming MTSNAC meeting in January 2008 in Seattle.  
Richard Lolich, of the Maritime Administration, announced that a team of the Federal interagency Committee on the Marine Transportation System (CMTS), has just completed a compilation of a comprehensive Federal inventory of all Marine Transportation System (MTS) information sources.  This inventory will assist all MTS stakeholders as they make critical financial and infrastructure decisions about the MTS.  It is hoped that this inventory will become an interactive web-based tool in early 2008.  

Sam Crane cautioned the group that the goal is not to collect all possible data, but to answer the question: For what purpose are we collecting it?  
The Maritime Administration has engaged the firm of Cambridge Systematics to review this inventory for its completeness and to identify any gaps in information which need to be addressed.  Mr. Alan Meyers, of Cambridge Systematics, addressed the team and presented a schematic that highlights data areas for further discussion, including facilities and networks, activity, the economy, the environment, and security.  The team agreed with this approach and recommended that Cambridge Systematics complete its analysis. Sam Crane added that the focus should be on those elements that we can actually identify, so some elements should be left to other agencies or groups.
Richard Lolich also reported on the progress of efforts by the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection (CBP) to require specific consignee name and destination information for imports into the U.S.  CBP is planning to publish its requirements, due to be phased in during the second half of 2008.  These additional data entries, although intended for security purposes, will also assist the government and MTS stakeholders to more accurately map the system’s flow.  The challenge now is to be able to access this information.  Sam Crane emphasized that commercial stakeholders do not want or need real-time data, but rather, historical data, which hopefully CBP will be willing to share with the industry.  It was also recommended that MARAD arrange for the Intermodal Team to meet with CBP in order to discuss these issues and ensure that CBP can share the final destination information with MTS stakeholders.
Richard Walker, of the Maritime Administration, then updated the team on the Maritime Administration’s efforts to develop a meaningful port and terminal database, based on the Intermodal Team’s March 2007 recommendations.  Mr. Walker showed the team the current database profile.  The team agreed that the database was exactly what was needed and suggested a few additional data sets to be added to the existing list.  

Sam Crane then announced that at the next MTSNAC meeting he will propose that the team and the entire council not only provide an update on the progress of the council’s Ten Intermodal Recommendations, but to revise the report for the current Secretary and Administration and for the incoming Administration after the fall 2008 elections.  The team agreed with this proposal and also recommended that the Maritime Administration update the council on its data collection and port and terminal database efforts at the Seattle MTSNAC meeting.  
The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
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